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Introduction

Between 1999 and 2012, Vince Flynn published 13 books in the Mitch Rapp series. He self-published his first book, but it quickly caught the attention of a publisher and later appeared on The New York Times best-seller list for paperbacks. Flynn’s second novel, Transfer of Power, introduced the character of CIA agent Mitch Rapp. In October 2007, his ninth book, Protect and Defend, rose to No. 1 on The New York Times best-seller list. Flynn’s website reports both world leaders and intelligence professionals around the world read his books, prompting one high-ranking CIA official to tell his people, “I want you to read Flynn's books and start thinking about how we can more effectively wage this war on terror.”

In 2010, according to USAToday, Flynn was diagnosed with stage three metastatic Prostate cancer. He continued writing, but died in June 2013. He was 47 years old. He had written portions of The Survivor, but an announcement from his publisher indefinitely postponed the release of the book. However, in June 2014, his publisher announced that bestselling author Kyle Mills would not only complete The Survivor, but would also pen two additional Mitch Rapp novels. 

Mills, already a successful author in his own right, anticipated skepticism from fans, but promised to stick closely to Flynn’s style, portraying Rapp as Flynn did. He stated, “I’m lucky that The Last Man included a lot of clues as to where Mitch’s story would go next.” Mills’ hope for a seamless transition in the authorship of the series came true. Jeff Ayers of the The Associated Press wrote, “Mills has created a wonderful tribute to Flynn while also writing a great novel... Mills was the perfect choice, and Rapp will continue in good hands.”

Book Overview

Now entering middle age, CIA agent/assassin Mitch Rapp must deal with consequences of his past actions as well as those of Joseph Rickman, a brilliant former CIA agent. Rickman, already dead at the novel’s start, put in peril the lives of numerous agents by threatening the release of classified intelligence. 

Rapp successful assassination of Rickman creates other complications. Rickman not only hid his cache of intelligence data on CIA assets and agents, he also still seems to control it. Rapp embarks on a twisted trail to prevent the deaths of agents and assets around the world. Supported by a team of experienced agents, he finds guidance in two of his oldest friends, Irene Kennedy, head of the CIA, and Stan Hurley, his mentor and former handler. 

Unbeknownst to them, the CIA is up against Ahmed Taj, a seemingly mild-mannered bureaucrat in charge of the country’s intelligence service. His scheme uses the Rickman debacle as a tool in his quest to take over Pakistan. Taj despises western morals and views Pakistan’s present problems as a sign it is reverting to its proper state. Nonetheless, he understands and exploits U.S. funds paid to Pakistan and Afghanistan, and is a true mastermind at manipulating things in his favor. 

As asset information is leaked at regular intervals through emails, Rapp searches for its source and for the encryption key. An operation to kidnap and interrogate a Swiss national known for shady banking ties produces little, and Rapp finds himself racing against other operatives to chase down the source. 

The story culminates at a state dinner in Islamabad attended by American dignitaries, as well as the Pakistan’s President Churani and Ahmed Taj. What occurs brings about a huge shift of power and reveals the true intentions of several characters. 

Character List

Main 

Irene Kennedy – CIA chief with a 30 year history at the agency; a tea lover, she also has a reputation for steeliness. 

Joe Rickman – Deceased former Near East Black Ops Chief; ran the CIA in Afghanistan for eight years. After becoming mentally unstable, plots with Akhtar Durrani to betray the CIA and reveal the names of assets around the world. Killed by Rapp. 

Stan Hurley – Cancer-stricken former handler and mentor to Mitch Rapp.

Ahmed Taj – Chief of Pakistan’s Intelligence Service, viewed as weak and highly controllable by Pakistan’s president; secretly scheming to take over Pakistan.

Saad Chutani – President of Pakistan; a former high-ranking general in the military who attained the presidency through an election rather than a coup; viewed by some as pro-American.

Louis Gould – Former French Legionnaire and professional assassin; responsible for the death of Rapp’s wife and unborn child; in CIA custody.

Marcus Dumond – Former hacker and graduate of MIT, now a CIA computer expert.

Leo Obrecht – Swiss national who controls the Sparkasse Schaffhausen, a boutique bank in Zurich catering to a number of criminals; Louis Gould’s handler.

Kabir Gadai – Assassin, assistant to Ahmed Taj. Handsome and well educated, he is ambitious and seen as an overachiever.

Carl Ferris – Bombastic U.S. senator with an agenda to bring down the CIA.

Secondary 

Joe Maslick – CIA operative, former Delta soldier, and a man of few words.

Mike Nash – Former covert CIA officer now working a desk at Langley.

Scott Coleman – CIA agent and former SEAL whose life was previously saved by Louis Gould.

Vasily Zhutov – A highly placed mole in the Russian Foreign Intelligence Service, known to U.S. operatives as “Sitting Bull.”

Lieutenant General Abdul Rauf Qayem – Ordered an attack on Rapp that resulted in the death of one of Rapp’s men as well as 21 Afghan police officers. 

Commander Abdul Siraj Zahir – Afghan police officer tasked with finding Qayem, known for changing sides in the conflict several times. 

Vadim Yenotin – Russian agent working the surveillance in Istanbul to bring in “Sitting Bull.”

Umar Shirani – 71-year-old Pakistan Army Chief of Staff.

Sunny Wicka—U.S. Secretary of State.

Maria Glauser – CIA operations support person.

Charlie Wicker – Diminutive CIA sniper, formerly of SEAL Team 6.

Akhtar Durrani – deceased former deputy general of Pakistan’s ISI who plotted with Rickman to betray the CIA; shot by Rapp.

Kamal Safavi – Iranian ambassador to the UK.

Fahran Hotaki – Afghan CIA asset who fought against al-Qaida.

Jack Warch – Retired former head of presidential security, now running a private security firm; security adviser for the state dinner in Pakistan.
Summary of Chapters 

Prelude

CIA operatives Scott Coleman and Joe Maslick man a surveillance van in Istanbul tracking Vasily Zhutov, also known as “Sitting Bull,” a highly placed mole in the Russian Foreign Intelligence Service. There is significant fear that Zhutov’s identity as Sitting Bull is compromised. 

Joseph “Rick” Rickman, a mentally unstable former head of CIA actions in Afghanistan, developed a scheme with the deputy general of Pakistan’s ISI to fake Rickman’s kidnapping and then release of a video depicting Rickman’s purported torture in which he reveals the identities of several important assets, including Sitting Bull. 

Chapter 1

At “The Farm” near Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia, CIA chief Irene Kennedy ponders whether CIA assassin Mitch Rapp’s life mirrors that of his one-time handler and mentor Stan Hurley, a man described as “A bitter, lonely old man who’s dying of lung cancer.”



Chapter 2

Flying into Istanbul, Mitch Rapp recollects his first kill there years before, where he brazenly and foolishly abandoned the plan set out by Stan Hurley for the hit, mostly just to gall the man. 

An update on the intensifying surveillance on Sitting Bull makes Rapp surmise that the Russian internal security agency knows Sitting Bull’s identity. Rapp admires Zhutav’s motivations for acting as a mole. After landing, Rapp meets up with Maslick and Coleman’s surveillance van. Learning that another van is located along Zhutav’s walking route, the team closes in. 

Chapter 3

CIA director Irene Kennedy travels to meet with General Taj, head of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence, or ISI. She contemplates how “what could go wrong, inevitably did,” and that Pakistan, now the sixth most populated country in the world, had a succession dictators and religious extremists. Its unstable government, poor economy and escalating terrorist violence made keeping it in check difficult. 

Normally favoring a policy of containment in such situations, Kennedy sees that Pakistan’s many nuclear warheads make that choice impossible. Much of the army’s power and weaponry derives from US aid, yet Pakistan sold nuclear technology to Libya, Iran and North Korea, creating a tinderbox. 

In the meeting, Kennedy notes Ahmed Taj’s “spectacular mediocrity.” Unbeknownst to her, his stunning averageness is the product of years of planning, from average grades to a military career marked by the ability to navigate the egos and personal agendas of superiors. Most believe that Pakistan’s president controls him. Taj reveals they know Rickman did not die in his video, but was transported to General Akhtar Durrani’s private compound for further “interrogation.” Additionally, Taj “reveals” that Rickman died at the hands of Durrani’s men. 

President Saad Chutani joins Kennedy and Taj, and then speaks privately with Kennedy about recent events and relations between their countries. Kennedy mentions harboring Osama bin Laden and the purported kidnapping of Rickman, and Chutani counters with concerns over CIA killings within the country, drone strikes, and CIA assets accused by Rickman now sanctioned by the U.S. embassy. Kennedy’s response about scaling back drone programs gives Chutani pause, since he uses the strikes to destroy enemies of his regime and not those threatening the U.S.

Chapter 4

In Istanbul, Vasily Zhutov, aka Sitting Bull, continues walking, contemplating how his job in Moscow had become all about plots to protect himself from the plots of other agents. He despairs the lack of future plans for dealing with the west. 

Zhutov is shoved into a van, fortunately operated by the CIA surveillance team. Rapp remains behind to deal with the encroaching Russian van, taking out the driver and another man in the van. He forces the remaining Russian, Vadim Yenotin, to drive the van.

Yenotin reveals his orders to pick up Zhutov stem from an untraceable email received five days earlier, sent to Russia’s FSB from Rickman, naming Zhutov as “Sitting Bull.” Rapp informs him that Rickman died two weeks before, and thus there was no way he sent the email. 

Chapter 5

Traveling outside the city, Ahmed Taj contemplates the state of Pakistan and America’s perception of what caused its troubles. He sees recent events as the country naturally reverting to its previous state. The ISI and the military were addicted to U.S. aid money, but eradicating terror would mean no more funding, so ISI publicly fights terrorist threats to the U.S. while privately supporting them. 

In the recent past, Afghan General Abdul Qayem’s attempted assassination of Mitch Rapp backfired, resulting in Rapps’ relentless pursuit of Qayem. Taj arrives at his destination, enters a stone hovel and descends steps into an elaborate underground maze of tunnels used by insurgents. He sees a naked, hooded man wired to a chair – Abdul Zahir, an Afghan police commander, and is greeted by General Qayem, an old friend. Zahir denies any alliance with Mitch Rapp, or Malik al-Mawt, the “angel of death.” In reality, he was involved in the investigation of Rickman’s kidnapping. In a fit of fury, Taj grabs a meat cleaver and chops off Zahir’s hand. He then informs Qayem that Rapp is after him. Understanding he will eventually be found and broken, Qayem does not resist when Taj shoots him in the head. 

Chapter 6

Rapp drives his custom-equipped Dodge Charger to The Farm. Part of its heavy security is an entrance road full of ruts, turns and steep hills. Another security measure includes razing the compound about every seven years, and rebuilding a new one elsewhere. Rapp suspects all the security has less to do with enemies of the country and more to do with foiling nosy politicians. Vadim Yenotin rides in the car’s trunk.

Upon arrival, Yenotin is quickly ensconced in a cell in the basement. In the next cell is Louis Gould, the man responsible for blowing up Rapp’s home, severely injuring him and killing his family. Rapp’s urge to shoot Gould proves almost overpowering, but he is called into another room for a meeting. 

Irene Kennedy grills Rapp about the death of the two Russians driving the surveillance van in Istanbul. The conversation quickly turns to the Russians’ receipt of Rickman’s email after his death. They consider the possibility that Rickman created the emails as an “insurance policy,” but questions remain about who possesses Rickman’s files and the schedule for releases.

Marcus Dumond, a computer genius working for the CIA, enters the room with a laptop removed from Durrani’s house. He announces he cracked the files’ encryption code but found nothing of importance. However, connecting it to the Internet resulted in an automatic downloaded of a video depicting Rickman sitting in his home office in Jalalabad, uninjured. Rickman begins by saying “Hello, Mitch. If you’re watching this, me and Durrani are dead. And if that’s the case, I figure you did it.” After mentioning Gould’s killing of Rapp’s family, Rickman blames Kennedy for destroying him and announces leaks will continue and that she will end up in jail. He ends the conversation with an insane smile. 

Kennedy considers what warning signs she missed about Rickman’s state of mind as well as how long he compiled information with the plan of using it to inflict damage. She and Rapp discuss their only lead, Leo Obrecht. Most interestingly, he functions as Louis Gould’s handler. Obrecht maintains incredibly high security and rarely leaves his home, running the bank from his mansion. Rapp floats the idea of kidnapping Obrecht from his home compound, something possible only with the help of the assassin Louis Gould. 

Chapter 7

Ahmed Taj sees his years of planning finally coming to fruition. His father accumulated significant wealth and power, yet was always an unassuming, deferential man. He taught Taj that he should present nothing of himself for the world to take note of, and quietly build a lasting empire. Plenty of men who underestimated his father were killed. 

Taj attended college in America to gain understanding about a formidable enemy, purposely achieving mediocre grades. After graduation, he joined Pakistan’s air force. He made the right connections and learned to manipulate rivals into destroying themselves. After becoming a general, Pakistan’s president appointed him head of the ISI, thinking he could control Taj, and thus the agency. 

Although initially a complication, Durrani’s alliance with Rickman and Rapp’s subsequent assassination of Rickman presented an unanticipated opportunity to bring down the CIA while empowering the ISI. 

Chapter 8

Irene Kennedy meets with Senator Carl Ferris, a consummate politician and chair of the Judiciary Committee. Ferris’s outsize ego and bent for pontification make him popular with his constituents, but he really is a dangerous blowhard who wants to take control of the CIA. After initially denying any relationship with Durrani, he states Durrani reached out to him regarding illegal CIA activity. Rapp reminds Ferris that the government routinely ignores the CIA’s warnings, leaving it to clean up the messes, but Ferris insists that the agency must work within the law. Rapp scoffs at this. 

Ferris explains he did not provide Kennedy with the information since it implicated some CIA agents. However, neither did he bring the issue to the attention of the president. Rapp provides Ferris with documentation of Durrani’s involvement with Osama bin Laden, mentioning that the tone of the intercepted emails between Ferris and Durrani suggest he agreed with the Pakistani. 

Ferris plans to participate in the fact-finding mission before a state dinner in Pakistan, a task he would normally consider beneath him, which may indicate a plan to meet personally with Durrani, but with his death, it is unclear with whom he will meet. After Ferris leaves the meeting, Rapp slyly suggests “making a play” for Ferris, disguising it as a heart attack or phony terrorist hit. 

Chapter 9

At The Farm, Stan Hurley suspends the video cameras in Gould’s cell while Rapp goes in. He tells Gould that his wife and daughter are in protective custody. Gould thanks him. 

The two men share many traits. However, Gould kills for money and a pathological need for control. Rapp kills to protect innocent people from fanatics. However, both are among the world’s top assassins.

Gould mentions he has ideas about getting into Obrecht’s compound. After Rapp leaves, Hurley gives him with a copy of The Washington Post. He slowly “reads” every page, leaving the classified section for last. In it, he finds a coded message from Obrecht in the form of a want ad, one that ran in newspapers and magazines around the world. The message’s simple cipher indicates a contract to be fulfilled immediately, that Rapp would bring Gould with him to Switzerland and that Obrecht would help Gould once there. It also contains the name of the target hidden in an email address: Rapp.

Chapter 10

Kennedy shows Rapp photos of Abdul Zahir and Abdul Qayem, both dead. Rapp surmises Qayem died because he knew too much. Kennedy broaches the subject of working with Gould in order to get Obrecht, something Rapp also thought of. 

Chapter 11

Ahmed Taj listens to a recording of Durrani and Rickman. Durrani threatens Rickman with torture and death, but Rickman mentions his “insurance policy:” hiring a law firm to email documents to Irene Kennedy should they not hear from him at prearranged intervals. 

Earlier, Taj received confirmation of Rickman’s “insurance policy,” and while tempted to let Rickman’s plan play out, Taj recognizes the power of wielding that information to expose spies and disable the CIA. Taj’s assistant, Kabir Gadai, provides information tracing the emails to a law firm in Rome, and that the person responsible for sending out the emails is a woman named Isabella Accorso, who has a 16-year-old daughter. 

Chapter 12

Marcus Dumond creates an incredibly detailed 3-D model of Obrecht’s compound and assembles it in the basement of The Farm. Rapp, Hurley and Coleman discuss the compound’s isolation heavy security, including composition of the walls and gates, Obrecht’s basement safe room, and the number of guards on the property. Louis Gould enters and provides an important detail: a tunnel running from the mansion basement into the surrounding woods. 

Chapter 13

Ahmed Taj visits a facility housing four of Pakistan’s nuclear warheads. Gadai reports that Obrecht, as instructed by Taj, ran ads in major newspapers, magazines and websites around the world but no responses have yet emerged. Taj confirms their readiness to deal with an attack on Obrecht’s property, emphasizing that under no circumstances should Obrecht fall into Rapp’s hands. 

Taj meets with President Chutani and Umar Sharani, the army’s chief of staff, providing a fake report about a Taliban attack on the facility the previous night. Sharani attempts to deflect blame from himself for the handling of the attack. The president mentions Pakistan’s need to improve education and its economy, and that Pakistan’s weapons are enough to deter an attack. He places defense of nuclear sites under the ISI, something Taj has worked toward for years.

Chapter 14

In the basement barroom at The Farm, Louis Gould sees Stan Hurley as old, with a limp and persistent cough. Coleman he considers a strong top operator. He cannot categorize Rapp. He considers him one of the most dangerous men who ever lived, someone he twice attempted but failed to kill.

Gould lays out a plan to take Obrecht’s compound that is actually Obrecht’s plan. He mentions he has the code for the tunnel entrance. Rapp’s questions about the plan almost trip Gould up, but in the end, Rapp describes Gould as part of the team. Hurley will provide distraction by acting as an Interpol agent seeking a meeting with Obrecht. 

Chapter 15

In Rome, Kabir Gadai thinks he should instead be back home overseeing Taj’s plot. He enters an apartment building across from the school attended by Isabella Accorso’s daughter, contemplating the shamelessness of western girls. An apartment within the building serves as a surveillance post for watching Accorso’s daughter while at school. 

Chapter 16

Rapp and his crew arrive at the drop site for the Obrecht compound operation in a van driven by Maria Glauser, who runs mission support. They quickly move into position outside the compound and use a separate communication frequency that leaves out Gould out of concerns of him turning on them. 

Stan Hurley arrives at the front gate of the compound posing as an Interpol agent and enters. 

Chapter 17

Inside the compound gates, Hurley notes hastily installed scaffolds and the lack of cover. Chemotherapy and a hip replacement took their toll on him, compromising his ability to react in dangerous situations. He is escorted into a parlor and told to wait, his questions about when he will see Obrecht unanswered. 

Using a transmitter disguised as a hearing aid, Hurley alerts the others that he is waiting. He sits and thinks about his long relationship with Rapp, and how, despite years of friendship, he would still like to show him up one last time. 

Chapter 18

At his home, Umar Sharani contemplates his long career. He views President Chutani and Ahmed Taj as mere bureaucrats. He notes an unusual quiet within the house and the absence of his security men. Suspecting trouble, he grabs a gun from a drawer. Upstairs, Ahmed Taj confronts him. Taj never averts his gaze, and Sharani realizes Taj has fooled him with his meek manner, and is, in fact, the power behind numerous assassinations and attacks. 

Taj informs Sharani he will soon take over Pakistan. He also points out that President Chutani will likely remove Sharani as head of the army, but appeals to Sharani’s self-interest, by telling him he could retain his rank under Taj’s regime. Taj receives confirmation that the army will not interfere while he gains power. However, Taj plans to “deal” with Sharani afterward. 

Chapter 19

Outside of Obrecht’s compound, Rapp notes that Gould has held up well in the physical challenges of the operation. His thoughts return to Gould’s murder of his family. Rapp never dealt with the wreckage left from the bombing of his home. He wonders why he still has not killed Gould, despite repeated opportunities. A CIA psychiatrist once suggested it was because Rapp sees something of himself in Gould.

Rapp and Gould, after crawling through the underbrush, reach the cave entrance to the tunnel into Obrecht’s basement. Gould enters a code into a keypad, and the door into the tunnel swings inward. 

Chapter 20

Using a Labrador Retriever puppy as a lure, Kabir Gadai approaches Isabella Accorso in a park. While Accorso is a known lover of the breed, Gadai despises dogs and looks forward to disposing of it in a dumpster. Nonetheless, his ploy works, allowing him to easily engage her in conversation. He quickly confronts her with a video on his phone depicting her daughter at school. Accorso becomes terrified as Gadai questions her about the computer files she administers, specifically those sent out on a schedule. Instructing her to return to the office, copy the files on a thumb drive, and then bring them to him in a nearby hotel, he tells her if she does not move quickly, her daughter will be shot. 

Chapter 21

Scott Coleman continues positioning for the operation on Obrecht’s compound. Using a drone piloted by Marcus Dumond, he assesses the situation and then characterizes it as “Just another glorious day in the service of the Central Intelligence Agency.”

Chapter 22

Still waiting in Obrecht’s parlor, Stan Hurley positions himself in a chair out of sight from outside sniper shots. His thoughts turn to how he once wanted only to make new recruit Mitch Rapp wash out. Despite his best efforts, Rapp made it through training, and although he could still annoy Hurley, he was glad Rapp would be there to protect Irene Kennedy after he died. He seems to know his end is near, and finds solace in leaving everything in good hands.

He contemplates exiting the room and bashing in the guard’s head with a knickknack, but realizes doing so would compromise the operation. Soon thereafter, a guard ushers him out of the room, ostensibly to meet Obrecht, but instead hits him with the butt of his rifle. The two fall down the stairs together and Hurley loses consciousness. 

Chapter 23

Within the tunnel into Obrecht’s basement, Rapp experiences some claustrophobia. Once they reach the end of the tunnel, Gould enters a code that opens the door into the basement and the two men enter. They encounter no resistance there. Gould uses epoxy to seal Obrecht’s safe room door and the two men proceed up the stairs. 

Rapp learns Hurley has gone to meet with Obrecht, seemingly confirmed by a snippet of conversation relayed by Hurley’s communication gear in which Obrecht denies any involvement in crimes. They ascend the stairs to the second floor and enter Obrecht’s office. The person Rapp assumed was Obrecht is in fact one of his security people. Gould then turns on Rapp.

Gould, pointing a gun directly at Rapp, divulges that he is getting not only $15 million euros for this job but also an untraceable new identity. His true motivation is finally killing Rapp. He willingly traded a life with his family for the fame of killing Rapp. Shortly thereafter, an injured Hurley is pushed into the room. 

Chapter 24

Kabir Gadai awaits Isabella Accorso’s return with the required files and contemplates contingency plans should the plan fail. Returning to Pakistan without the Rickman files would likely result in his demise, leaving only an option of running, never again seeing his family. 

Accorso arrives and gives Gadai a thumb drive. He inserts it into his computer. After confirming Accorso followed the instructions left by the clients, he also confirms she never read the encrypted files. Accorso informs Gadai that paper instructions for sending out the emails may still be in an attorney’s office. He instructs her to delete the computer files and wipe them from her office’s mainframe and backups and assures her once that is done, she and her daughter are safe. Of course, this is a lie. 

Chapter 25

Rapp, still at the mercy of Gould, uses his modified radio (it constantly transmits) to make his team aware of his predicament. From the woods, Wicker takes a shot and wings one compound guard, injuring him. Coleman warns his team that he is setting up to deploy a SMAW rocket, capable of penetrating reinforced concrete walls. 

Chapter 26

Senator Ferris meets with Taj in Islamabad. Taj notes Ferris’s weight gain, attributing it to stress over Kennedy’s discovery of their relationship. Ferris views Taj as weak. They discuss Durrani’s kidnap and torture of Rickman, and that both are now dead. Taj remarks that Kennedy mixes truth with lies. He tells Ferris that Durrani was incapable of such a complex plan and that it was likely all Rickman’s idea. He strokes Ferris’s ego by noting that Ferris would have handled the situation more gracefully. 

Ferris, enraged that Kennedy portrayed the situation differently, accepts Taj’s explanation that Kennedy fears the senator, and then accepts $5 million from Taj for his legal defense fund. Taj tells Ferris about the Rickman videos, and that Kennedy is keeping them from the government, and that a story of Rickman giving American money to Afghan warlords and drug dealers under Kennedy’s watch would severely damage her image. 

After Ferris leaves Taj’s office, Taj contemplates how President Chutani’s assassination will be blamed on the Americans and Taj would then use Shirani’s army to take control. 

Chapter 27

At Obrecht’s compound, Gould marvels at the ease of capturing Rapp. However, shortly thereafter, the thermobaric charge launched by Coleman blasts into the mansion. Rapp dives to take out the guard, but Gould fires on him and then repeatedly fires at Hurley. Rapp takes out the guard outside the door and then sees Hurley and Gould engaged in mortal combat, with Gould emptying his gun into Hurley’s body as Hurley takes a bite out of Gould’s neck, severing an artery. 

Hurley dies and Rapp follows a trail of Gould’s blood into another room, finds him, and leaves him to bleed to death. 

Chapter 28

Scott Coleman takes stock of the damage caused by his rocket launch and gauges from the chatter on the radio that Rapp is alive but Gould’s and Hurley’s conditions are unknown. As a remote-controlled Gatling gun rises over the compound walls. Despite the compromised radio frequency, Coleman tells Rapp about it, telling him to “Remember Herat.”

Chapter 29

In her Washington D.C. home, Irene Kennedy sits in her windowless office feeling regret and anxiety. Marcus Dumond updates her on the Switzerland operation. She wonders if her tenure at the CIA will end soon and contemplates the possibility that their viewpoint on the ISI, including that Taj is a weak man, may be wrong. 

Chapter 30

Rapp finds Obrecht in the basement near his safe room, his throat slit. Rapp then goes to the attic of the building and takes out the sniper and his watcher. He then tells Coleman, “Ended like in Herat, too.”

Rapp finds an iPad that controls the Gatling gun and manipulates it to aim at the building’s first floor exits. Rapp carries Hurley’s body out and orders the team to exit the compound. 

Chapter 31

Isabella Accorso picks up her daughter Bianca from her school and announces they will go out to dinner that night. Bianca senses something is wrong with her mother, but Isabella denies any problems. As they drive away, a semi-truck carrying concrete pipes cuts over into their lane.

Chapter 32

Rapp and his team reach safety outside the compound and change into civilian clothing for their removal from the area. Each man leaves a different way, including Hurley, who is loaded into a concealed cargo area in a FedEx truck. 

Chapter 33

Gadai reports to Taj that things went as planned with Isabella Accorso. He senses Taj’s anger and fears for his own safety, knowing what happened to Taj’s previous assistant. Taj informs Gadai that Obrecht and Gould died and Rapp is alive. Gadai confirms he has Rickman’s files and that they were wiped from the law firm’s computer. He also relates that Accorso and her daughter are dead due to an apparent traffic accident. However, the Rickman file’s encryption means finding the person with the key and continuing their scheduled dispersal in the meantime. 

Chapter 34

The CIA leaks fabricated evidence that Gould killed Obrecht. Kennedy arrives at The Farm and views the body of Hurley, stored in a freezer there. Having known him since she was a girl, Kennedy has a hard time believing he is dead. 

Nash explains to Kennedy that Gould warned Obrecht of the assault on the compound and shows her one of the classified ads used by Obrecht to communicate with Gould. She suspects one of Obrecht’s guards likely killed him, following orders that he should not fall into the hands of the CIA.


Chapter 35
On his way to see Gould’s wife and daughter in Greece, Rapp thinks about his initial hate-hate relationship with Hurley, and how it morphed into a love-hate one. He feels the deaths of Hurley, his wife and others have stripped away his past. Rapp tells Gould’s widow Claudia that Gould is dead, but that he was not the killer. He then shows her a bank statement showing all of Gould’s funds, consolidated into a clean account with no tax burden, amounting to almost $30 million. He also tells her she has a new name and identity, and will live in South Africa, safe from Gould’s enemies. 

Chapter 36

Kennedy compiles a list of CIA spies and informants requiring recall in light of the Rickman betrayal. Mike Nash gives a status report on the search for the source of the emails, mentioning that the ISI likely also desperately wants to find the Rickman documents. Nash opines that while Taj appears weak on paper, he questions if this is true. Kennedy agrees with his hunch. 

The next Rickman video comes in. He has informed the Iranians that their ambassador to the UK works for the CIA. Kennedy immediately texts a warning to Kamal Safavi, the Iranian diplomate. She then orders Rapp to London immediately. 

Chapter 37

Kamal Safavi desperately tries to escape his home with his family after receiving Kennedy’s warning text. He chose to work with the CIA to lay the foundations for an era of cooperation between the two countries, a common theme among CIA assets in the story. Three men capture them before they make it out of the house, telling Safavi they are going back to Iran. 

Chapter 38

Rapp arrives in London and proceeds to Safavi’s home. He learns the family was taken and that the UK will not intervene. Rapp reports to Kennedy that Safavi is captive in the Iranian Embassy. She informs him the U.S. president will not intervene due to the effect it would have on relations between the countries. Rapp tells Kennedy he feels Rickman is leading them around Europe on a leash. 

Chapter 39

President Chutani chews out Taj over the ISI’s failure to control news about a bombing of a girls’ school. Taj actually did control it, but not to prevent it. Chutani wants the impression of free press within Pakistan without the reality of it. Taj promises to deal with the issue.

Gadai reports to Taj about the Iranian ambassador’s “recall” to Iran the previous night, and that security photos show Rapp was present at the scene afterward. Taj reminds Gadai that having the information before it was released by email video would have been preferable, trying to keep Gadai’s ego in check. Gadai reports that they are close to tracing the person decrypting the files. 

Chapter 40

Rapp flies to Rome. On the way to meet attorneys at Isabella Accorso’s law firm, Mike Nash explains they tied her death in a car accident to the source of the Rickman emails. Rapp contemplates changing his life, first by giving up smoking and then by finally selling the homes he lived in with his family. He also recognizes the need to get into a relationship. 

Rapp and Nash inform the lawyers that they possess classified information stolen from the CIA. They at first balk at releasing information, but after learning  Accorso’s death was no accident they reveal that after her death, an audit revealed one client’s files were wiped from the system. 

Chapter 41

Dumond’s examination reveals that the Italian law firm’s computers were wiped clean and that the level of encryption on the files would likely take years to break. Dumond suspects whoever has the files is using them to track down the encryption key who is sending them out. With each transmission, a little more information becomes available to track the source. Dumond guesses the ISI could locate the source after the release of about four. 

Rickman’s next message contains a dossier on an Afghan who helped the CIA fight the al-Qaida. Rapp immediately contacts the man, Fahran Hotaki, but despite Rapp’s urgings, Hotaki declines his help. 

Kennedy raises the topic of Ahmed Taj and how there is more to him than meets the eye. She asks for input on her list of spies and assets to pull out of action and Rapp names one who deserves to be caught and another to warn. 

Chapter 42

Fahran Hotaki sits by his front window while contemplating the murder of his family by al-Qaida. It changed him from a simple farmer into a CIA asset. A pickup truck full of armed men pulls onto the street. Hotaki drops a grenade out the window, taking out the men in one truck. He crashes with the other truck, killing many of the occupants. 

Chapter 43

Marcus Dumond’s plan to find the holder of the encryption key involves a list of people smart enough to do the job but stupid enough not to care about upsetting the CIA. He sends out a phishing email containing a corrupted file that looks as if it came from the Italian law firm, hoping the right recipient will request a resend of the file. Rapp helps Dumond narrow the list by having him cross off any of his friends, and identifying anyone Dumond has hurt in the past, coming up with four names. 

Kennedy confides in Rapp that she expects the president to request her resignation. She states Mike Nash should take over if she is forced to resign. 

Chapter 44

Fahran Hotaki drives to a Taliban encampment, reminiscing about the simpler life he once had. He understands he will not return from this trip. He drives the truck into the village and kills many fighters before being shot repeatedly. 

Chapter 45

Ahmed Taj speaks with Gadai at the location of the state dinner in Islamabad. Within the elaborate setting, Taj anticipates Chutani’s death. Obaid Marri, a Michelin rated chef, has been engaged to poison President Chutani’s food. Marri is a childhood friend of Taj. 

Taj speaks briefly with president Chutani, assuring him of security at the event before Gadai tells him of the latest Rickman file released, tracked to an Internet service provider in Russia. 

Chapter 46

Kennedy meets with President Alexander. Barbara Lonsdale, chair of the Senate’s Intelligence Committee and Senator Ferris are also present. Kennedy mentions Ferris’s meeting with Taj, which surprises the president. Talk turns to the Rickman debacle and the latest email. They question how the Rickman affair could have happened, and how the CIA should have stopped it. 

Ferris states he has no real concerns about security for their upcoming trip to the state dinner in Pakistan, which Kennedy finds interesting. After Ferris and Lonsdale leave, the president reminds her he can request her resignation at any time, and would have done so already had he a good replacement lined up. 

Chapter 47

Rapp returns to the burnt ruins of his former home near Annapolis, recalling his life there. Realizing he needs to make changes in his life, he decides that if Kennedy resigns from the CIA, he will also resign after cleaning up the Rickman mess. 

Chapter 48

In his limo, Ferris contacts Taj and tells him that Kennedy will be brought down, although the president did not yet ask for her resignation. Ending the call, Ferris thinks about the country’s fatigue with Homeland Security as well as war. 

Ferris calls Kennedy over to the limo, where they speak. Kennedy sees Ferris as a pathological narcissist. Ferris informs her his lawyers see no problems with his past correspondence with Durrani. 

Kennedy receives a text from Dumond stating they located the server in Russia. As she exits the limo, Ferris warns her not to make an enemy of him since he will become president one day. 

Chapter 49

Kabir Gadai and his team approach the Internet service provider they tracked to Russia. They enter the building, kill most of the workers and threaten the couple running the business, obtaining the name (Pavel Katdsyn) and location of the person with the encryption key before killing the couple. 

Chapter 50 – Chapter 51

Rapp and his team land in Russia and proceed to the lodge of a hunting tour company. The team quickly takes over, disabling communications and promising payment to cover any damages. They then leave in the lodge’s Snowcat. 

Chapter 52

Gadai and his team easily take Pavel Katdsyn’s poorly guarded village. They march all its inhabitants out into the freezing snow and shoot a 5-year-old girl when a villager lies to them about Katdsyn. 

Chapter 53

Rapp’s team, on skis, also approaches the village. They see all the villagers lined up outside and identify the captors as Pakistanis. They begin taking out guards and break into the village. Fearing that the other captors will notice, they do not immediately allow the villagers to re-enter their homes. 

Chapter 54

Gadai forces Katdsyn to take him to the computers and provide the encryption key. Gadai verifies it opens subsequent Rickman files and then emails the key to Taj. 

Chapter 55

Rapp finds Katdsyn and Gadai. He shoots Gadai in the chest. He wears a bulletproof vest, and is only injured. Katdsyn thanks Rapp for his rescue, and Rapp responds by telling him many people died because of him. 

The team takes Gadai’s thumb drive and verifies the key opens the files. Dumond realizes the key was emailed to an unidentified individual. Gadai refuses to divulge the name of the recipient. Rapp sends the files and key to Kennedy as Gadai weakly states, “we won.” Rapp recognizes Gadai’s arrogance as something to exploit. Gadai’s first mistake is saying Taj will know they have the information when he fails to return from the mission. Rapp and Kennedy realize something will happen at the state dinner the next night, and that the target likely is not the American delegation but President Chutani. Kennedy orders Rapp to Islamabad. 

Chapter 56

Ahmed Taj gloats over the decrypted Rickman files, which he will use to stir up an outcry over the CIA. This should propel Ferris into the White House. Once there, Taj will control Ferris. He foresees Kennedy and Rapp ending up in prison. However, Taj worries Gadai retained a copy of the files and key for himself. He anticipates needing to “deal” with him in the future. 

Chapter 57

On a plane over Kazakhstan, Rapp researches both Taj’s and Gadai’s backgrounds. When he goes to speak with Gadai, strapped into a seat in the back of the plane, Gadai refuses Rapp’s offer of painkillers and speaks of the coming downfall of the U.S.

Eventually, Gadai asks how things will go for him, and Rapp reminds him of what will happen to his family in Pakistan and tells him his only option is betraying Taj. He also tells him there is no way to save his life, but he would make it quick unlike a slow painful death at the hands of the Pakistanis. 

Chapter 58

Rapp arrives in Islamabad. On the way to the state dinner, he tells Kennedy that Gadai talked, but that part of the deal was an agreement to kill him rather than return him to Pakistan. Kennedy tells him Jack Warch, a former Secret Service executive now running a private security firm, is handling security for the event, which Rapp sees as increasing their chances of success. She also tells him President Alexander authorized assessing the situation but not to act at the state dinner without his express authorization. Rapp nonetheless resolves that Taj will not live to see another day. 

Chapter 59

At the state dinner, Taj notes President Chutani easily conversing with the U.S. Secretary of State. He also notes Chutani’s wife’s “immodest Western dress.” It makes Taj question Chutani even more. He concludes Chutani is in fact one of the westerners and that his Muslim and Pakistani identity is a lie. 

Senator Ferris and Taj discuss the quality of security at the event, ensuring others overhear them. In an effort to curb Ferris, Taj asks for an introduction to the secretary of state and then instructs a Pakistani security guard to rearrange place cards so that Ferris sits next to him at the dinner. 

Chapter 60

Rapp meets up with Jack Warch outside the state dinner and is given a Secret Service ID. Rapp tells him Chutani will be poisoned by Taj. Warch finds this hard to believe, given Taj’s meek reputation.

Watching a security monitor, they note that Ferris is drunk and Taj sticking quite close to him. Rapp sees it as a “match made in hell...A foreign intelligence czar who wanted to take down the CIA and a megalomaniac American Senator with exactly the same goal.” After learning all the servers are ISI agents, Rapp meets the chef, Obaid Marri, and puts him at ease by saying his brother is a top U.S. chef. Marri relaxes, allowing Rapp to make a maneuver that causes Marri to double over in pain. Pretending to escort Marri to a place where he can recover, Rapp confronts him about the poisoning plan and locates a plastic pouch of poison attached to the chef’s arm. He tells Marri that the poison will go in Taj’s food, not Chutani’s. 

Chapter 61

Marri places the poison in the soup served to Taj. After eating some soup, Taj begins coughing and then spits up blood. Security guards move to remove the guests of honor. 

As Rapp helps a woman to her feet, Senator Ferris grabs him and demands he get him out of the building. Rapp opts to stab him in the thigh with a fork and help the woman instead. 

Epilogue

At Stan Hurley’s funeral, Rapp contemplates Hurley’s legacy, which includes several ex-wives as well as several children who never spoke to him. Many people do not attend the funeral but send flowers, as they know they owe their lives to Hurley. Rapp wonders if this is a prequel to his own end, and wonders what his wife would have said. 

Rapp and Kennedy watch as Hurley’s coffin descends into the grave. Rapp apologizes for the failure of the mission, but Kennedy counters that Hurley would have viewed it as his operation and Rapp was just tagging along. She also notes that, given Hurley’s illness, he likely preferred going out the way he did. According to reports from assets in Pakistan, the Rickman files were encrypted and stored on a computer in Taj’s office, and that it will likely take 30 years to crack the encryption code. 

Kennedy mentions Ferris’s accusation that Rapp stabbed him with a steak knife. Rapp denies it, then states, “It was a fork,” further noting that if he meant to kill Ferris he would have succeeded. 

Discussion Questions 

	Throughout the book, Rapp compares the trajectory of his life to Hurley’s. Given his insight into Hurley’s motivations, how likely is it that Rapp will change his life?

	How much is (or isn’t) Rapp’s relationship with Hurley similar to that of a typical father and son? 






	Rapp often contemplates what makes him different from other assassins. Which of his rationalizations rings true? Which do not, and why?






	Irene Kennedy often seems to have ice in her veins. Given that she has a family, how does she function as both a mother and as head of the world’s most powerful spy agency?






	Do the ends truly justify the means in terms of a different set of rules for spies and assassins, who in any other realm would be arrested for their actions?






	Compare the different relationships presented between leaders and assistants or underlings. For example, Hurley and Rapp, Hurley and Kennedy, Kennedy and Rapp, Taj and Gadai. How are they similar? Different?






	As part of a series, The Survivor often refers to events in previous books. Were such allusions well incorporated into the story? Where were they not?






	Mitch Rapp comes across as very smooth and controlled. While in the tunnel leading into Obrecht’s basement, he experiences some claustrophobia. What other flaws are most noticeable? Which have the greatest potential to cause him harm?






	Which character is more troubling, the insane and brilliant spy Rickman or the seemingly meek and ineffectual Ahmed Taj? 






	The death of his loved ones has made Mitch Rapp into a man with no real past. Does he have a future? Does the CIA now function as his family?






	The Vince Flynn website mentions that the writer was heavily influenced by Ernest Hemingway, Robert Ludlum, Tom Clancy, J.R.R. Tolkien, Gore Vidal and John Irving. Do you see that influence in different sections of the book? If so, where?






	In light of current world events, does Rapp’s saga still ring true?

Major Themes and Symbolism

Father and Son

The father and son theme runs throughout the story, most notably in the relationship between Rapp and Hurley. They share both admirable and less desirable traits, from their unique ability to do their jobs to their lack of family. Also present is the friction and competition often seen between father and son. However, Rapp, once a rebel who could not play by the rules, seems on the verge of understanding the need for them.

Other father and son relationships appear to a lesser degree. Taj and his assistant Gadai represent a more dysfunctional relationship based upon control and power of a parent over a child. However, curiously, Rapp has not taken on a father role to anyone in the Survivor. 

The ravages of age are especially apparent in the character of Stan Hurley, once a highly effective agent now brought low by age and illness. However, even Rapp is feeling his age, and Hurley’s mortality makes him rethink some of his own choices.

Good versus Evil

Good versus evil is a mainstay of literature and is a common thread through The Survivor, although what separates one from the other is often unclear. A seemingly good person may turn out to be as bad as they come. Additionally, bad actions are sometimes undertaken for the best of reasons. 

Who is good or bad becomes more unclear in the fog of war. The perpetual payment of aid, which is knowingly used for non-aid matters, indicts everyone involved. Even the book’s hero, Rapp, is hard to pin in either camp. His reasons for his actions make him seem good, yet it is also easy to see how many could view him as a force for evil. 

What is clear is that, unlike in fairy tales and children’s stories, stories involving war and espionage often make it apparent that good and evil often coexist, and which one prevails depends a lot upon the interpreter. Along the same lines, literature is chock full of noble warriors devoted to serving their cause. The question is what makes one noble, and the other just a murderer? Rapp may be a warrior, but others might see him as a mere killer. 

Female Prototypes

Irene Kennedy presents the epitome of the “Ice Queen,” the powerful female seemingly unbothered by anything. The Ice Queen is typically not a complimentary description of a woman, yet in many ways she is quite admirable. Nonetheless, whether a result of working in a male-dominated area or just her inborn personality, she rarely shows more than mild distress in any situation. The ice queen contrasts interestingly with the noble warrior motif. 

Story Setting Analysis

Throughout The Survivor, there is a sense of urgency and impending danger. The story includes a number of settings that not only provide a location but also the tone and background atmosphere. 

Istanbul:

Istanbul, the setting for the prelude as well as Chapters 1 and 4, is often called the gateway to Asia. The city’s clashing cultures and chaotic traffic are evident from the close confines of a surveillance truck. Together, this creates a strong sense of urgency and uncertainty. When blood is spilled in the streets, it seems almost as if no one will notice. 

The Farm:

The Farm is a CIA training site in West Virginia and sets the stage in numerous chapters. Generally, its atmosphere is one of safety, and little conflict occurs there. It substantial security measures add to its portrayal as a safe haven, including its long and bumpy approach road, which may also mirror Rapp and Hurley’s relationship. The fact that most of the major players in the story meet here repeatedly shows it functions much as a home to them, although it also has dark places, including the cell holding Gould, the killer of Rapp’s family. 

The Farm is where Kennedy views Hurley’s corpse as described in Chapter 34. It is the one place where anything approaching comic relief occurs: his corpse is placed in a walk-in freezer, sitting in a chair, with a drink in one hand and a cigarette in the other.

The interior of Gould’s cell at the farm hardly contains all the comforts of home, as described in Chapter 9. Its basic furnishings and bland interior depict the isolation he likely feels. At the same time, it demonstrates the strength of Gould’s ambitions in that he stays sane within it. 

ISI Headquarters:

Ahmed Taj’s office sets a scene of unsettlement and uncertainty for most visitors. Described as an “opulent affair” at odds with the design of the rest of the ISI building, it is large and covered in wood paneling. The office’s luxury provides comfort, yet seems in conflict with Taj’s personality. However, it also provides him with a space to manage his lot for taking over the country, such as in Chapters 7, 39 and 56, and as a bully pulpit to keep his assistant in line (Chapter 11). It even manages to affect the bombastic Senator Ferris in Chapter 26. Nonetheless, when being chastised, Taj’s assistant Gadai finds the room far too small for his liking in Chapter 33. 

Underground Settings:

Other than the barroom at The Farm, underground rooms provide plenty of claustrophobia. One example is a dank visited by Taj in Chapter 5. The room emphasizes the terror felt by the hooded and bound man held there. Descriptions of the smells confirm past violence, and they prove to be places where perceptions are easily turned on their heads, such as when Taj suddenly attacks the captured Zahir, spilling yet more blood onto the already muddy floor. 

Kennedy’s Langley Office:

Irene Kennedy’s office is a sharp contrast to The Farm, and is the backdrop in a number of chapters. The pressure and anxiety within is palpable. While physical description of the room is sparse, it comes across as a utilitarian space fraught with stressful memories. Her office is an interesting contrast to that of computer expert Dumond as described in Chapter 43.

Pakistan:

Scenes in more rural areas of Pakistan underlie the magnitude of the unknown. In Chapter 13, the presence of four nuclear warheads hidden underneath what appears to be a textile factory emphasizes not only the dangers facing the world, but also how easily hidden they are. While seeming to build up Taj’s authority and confidence, for the reader, the remote location, deceptive appearance along with staged attack on the compound lend an air of fear and uncertainty. 

The same is true for Fahran Hotaki, the compromised asset described in Chapters 42 and 44, who sits in the front room of his home; windows shattered perhaps two or more decades before and never repaired. Broken down cars and people “aware that their lives offered few options” are in the sunbaked street outside. While seemingly peaceful, upheaval lurks nearby. 

Rome:

Nothing good happens in Rome in The Survivor. In Chapter 15, the decrepit condition of the apartment used for surveillance of Arroso’s daughter reveals the seedier side of espionage. The presence of many photos of the girl posted on the wall disgusts Gadai and instills in the reader a creeping sense of doom. Even the beautiful sunny day described in Chapter 20 quickly devolves from a picture of urban happiness into one of dread and hatred. The hotel in Chapter 24 does not relieve the feeling of doom, and by Chapter 31, even the roads prove deadly. The mood changes slightly by Chapter 40, when Rapp and Nash question the lawyers at Accorso’s firm and take control. 

Switzerland:

The bucolic location of Obrecht’s compound belies the evil inside. In Chapter 16, there is tension as the CIA team prepares to take it. The woods team with life and the weather is fair, making almost anything seem possible. The undergrowth in Chapter 19 sets into play turbulent thought within Rapp’s head. Nonetheless, as shown in Chapter 21, the forest provides a glimpse into how the agents work together, traversing rugged terrain with ease, camaraderie and professionalism.

The interior grounds of Obrecht’s compound described in Chapter 17 are a stark contrast to the surrounding woods, with few trees and little area to take cover. Hurley’s passage through the area adds to the tension. The mansion’s opulent parlor takes on the guise of a gilded (and deadly) cage in Chapter 22. 

The tunnel leading from the woods into the mansion’s basement described in Chapter 23 is claustrophobic, making Rapp feel uneasy. It amplifies his feelings of distrust for Gould. The sense does not much dissipate in the basement due to the darkness and unknown territory. Entering the brighter upper floors belies the dangers facing them, as described in Chapter 25. At the same time, from the forest, Rapp’s team keeps a good handle on the situation, thus juxtaposing the idea of a safe place from a dwelling out into the wilds. The transformation completes when a rocket severely damages the mansion in Chapter 28.

When the team exits the compound and reaches their rendezvous point in Chapter 32, the forest stream allows Rapp to undergo what seems almost a ritually cleansing of the blood from the battle in which his mentor died.

Sharani’s House:

Not all homes are safe refuges, as shown in Chapter 19. Umar Sharani’s home is not the safe place he thinks it is, emphasizing how vulnerable anyone is. The house is large and luxurious but literally reeks of the means used to finance its construction. It comes across as a symbol of all that can go wrong in war and politics. 

Kennedy’s Home:

In Chapter 29, even Irene Kennedy’s home near Georgetown fails to provide the comfort and relief she seeks. Her windowless home office illustrates how sensitive and all-consuming her job can be. 

Greece: 

A short interlude occurs in Greece during Chapter 35. Greece’s heat and sunshine set a serene mood for Rapp’s meeting with Gould’s widow. Yellow grass, green olive trees and the blue of the ocean paint a scene of calm and security and also remind Rapp of his resolve to improve his health habits. Rapp’s subsequent meeting with the widow is almost conciliatory. 

Rapp’s Former Home:

The site of Rapp’s former home outside Annapolis has a sad, nostalgic aura in Chapter 47. It catches Rapp in some memories and makes him consider his future.

Russia:

Scenes in Russia are cold, dark and isolated, including the location of the Internet service provider in Russia tracked down by Gadai and his men in Chapter 49. Brightly lit on the inside, it nonetheless proves to be a dangerous place for the owners and their workers once Gadai gains access and obtains the name of the holder of the encryption key. The rustic lodge described in Chapter 51 is the same, as well as rundown, as is the computer hacker village in Chapters 52, 53 and 54. Likely chosen for its isolation to serve as a safety measure, it works against them when Gadai and his team arrive. Surrounded by wilderness, there is nowhere to flee to when they attack. The cold proves as bitter an enemy as the gunmen when the villagers are marched out into the bitter night.

The Presidential Palace:

In Chapter 45, the Presidential Palace in Islamabad is shining and sumptuous looking, in sharp contrast to the chaos of the streets of Islamabad as described in Chapter 58. At the state dinner, all is calm and elegant, in Chapter 59, in sharp contrast to the scheming going on behind the scenes. Everything from the presence of alcohol to “immodest western dress” is at odds with the country itself, providing a glimpse into the real motivations of major players. More contrasts are evident in Chapter 61, as well as the fact that behind all the ceremony are serious security concerns: many tanks and armored vehicles are evident. The high security is magnified by the use of Pakistani security personnel as waiters at the dinner. By Chapter 61, what starts as ceremonial soon turns to chaos as the poisoning of Taj shatters the decorum. The ensuing madness reveals the true nature of many people.

Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty: The publisher and author make no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of these contents and disclaim all warranties such as warranties of fitness for a particular purpose. The author or publisher are not liable for any damages whatsoever. The fact that an individual or organization is referred to in this document as a citation or source of information does not imply that the author or publisher endorses the information that the individual or organization provided. This is an unofficial summary & analytical review and has not been approved by the original author of the book.
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